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PREFACE BY THE EDITOR.

As < EstHER” was the first Oratorio composed in England, a few observations on the origin of
that term, and the production of the present work, will not be considered inappropriate.

Menestrier (le pére), in his work « Des Représentations en Musique,” supposes that sacred
Dramas, called « Mysteries,” were introduced by pilgrims on their return from the Holy Land.

‘Warton, in his ¢ History of Poetry,” says, that about the eighth century the merchants
who frequented the fairs, employed every art to draw numbers together, and were accompanied
by jugglers, minstrels, and buffoons. The clergy, thinking the entertainments given by these
parties tended to irreligion, proscribed them; but their censures and fulminations being dis-
regarded, they took into their own hands the management of popular recreations,—they turned
actors, and presented stories taken from legends, or from the Bible.

Voltaire conjectures that religious dramas came from Constantinople, where, about the fourth
century, Gregory of Nazianzas, an Archbishop, and one of the Fathers of the Church, banished
plays from the stage of that city, and introduced stories from the Old and New Testament.

Bourdelot (¢ Histoire de la Musique ”) says that San Filippo Neri, founder in 1540 of the
congregation of the Priests of the Oratory in Italy, observing the taste and passion of the
Romans for musical entertainments, determined to afford the nobles and people the means of
enjoying them, on Sundays and festivals, in his church ; and engaged for this purpose the ablest
poets and composers to produce dialogues, in verse, on the principal subjects of Scripture, which
he caused to be performed by the most beautiful voices in Rome, accompanied by all sorts of
instruments.

It is not improbable, therefore, that the term Oratorio was derived from the place
Oratorium, Oratory or small chapel, in which these performances were first heard. But the
word does not appear to have been in use till about the year 1630, when Balducci applied it to
two of his sacred poems.

The first Oratorio written by Handel was ¢ La Resurrezione,” whilst he was in Italy, and
about nineteen years of age, under the auspices of Cardinal Ottoboni.

In the preface to “ Omnipotence,” a sacred Oratorio (adapted to the music of the Chandos
Anthems, second edition, 1774, 4to., it is stated :

«The Oratorio of ¢ Esther,” and the Serenata ¢ Acis and Galatea,’ are generally reckoned
among the compositions for the Duke of Chandos, but were not originally produced at Cannons ;
the first being composed in the German, the latter in the Italian language, and translated into
English, to the music Mr. Handel composed before he came into this kingdom, by Mr. Pope,
Dr. Arbuthnot, and Mr. Gay. Mr. Handel made some additions to them for the Duke. It
is worth observation that there are fewer inaccuracies of emphasis and accent of the English
language in the compositions of that period, than in his latter productions ; which is probably
owing to that eminent triumvirate.”

In a short life of Handel prefixed to a collection of words of his Oratorios and Operas,
published in 1799, is another account :

“In the year 1720, Handel composed his first Oratorio, that of ¢ Esther,” for the Duke of
Chandos, at Cannons, which was, indeed, the first composition of that nature attempted in this
country. The term Oratorio originated with the Fathers of the Oratory in the seventeenth
century, by whom these sacred dramas were performed. There was, however, a species of
sacred dramas of much higher antiquity, known by the names of Mysteries and Miracles,—plays
in various countries of Europe ; but they were much too ridiculous and profane to be compared
with the modern Oratorios. These latter are merely pieces of sacred musie, songs, or choruses,
connected and arranged to form a sacred narrative; whereas in the former, the characters were
acted in the manner of plays, and were often very indecent and absurd.
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“The above Oratorio of ¢ Esther,’ eleven years after it was first composed, was performed
in action by the children of the Chapel Royal, at the house of their master, Mr. Bernard Gates ;
and soon after by the same singers at the Crown and Anchor Tavern, in the Strand; the
instrumental parts by the gentlemen of the Philharmonic Society. This is said to have first
suggested to Handel the idea of bringing Oratorios upon the stage, which he did in the following
year (1732), when ¢ Esther’ was performed for ten nights at the Haymarket.”

The most authentic information, however, is to be obtained from Zhe Daily Journal, in
which paper, on the 19th of April, 1732, appeared the following advertisements :

“Never performed in public, at the Great Room in Villiers’ Street, York Buildings
to-morrow, being Thursday, the 20th April, < Esther, an Oratorio or sacred drama, as it was
originally composed for the most noble James Duke of Chandos, the words by Mr. Pope, the
music by Mr. Handel. Each ticket, five shillings.”

“By His Majesty’s command, at the King's Theatre in the Haymarket, on Tuesday, the
2nd of May, will be performed the sacred story of ¢Esther,’ an Oratorio in English, formerly
composed by Mr. Handel, and now revised by him with several additions, and to be performed
by a great number of voices and instruments. N.B. There will be no acting on the stage, but
the house will be fitted up in a decent manner for the audience.”

My friend Mr. Oliphant, to whom I am greatly indebted for assistance in obtaining
information on this subject, has thus described the work in question :

¢ ¢ Esther,’ a sacred Oratorio, composed in the year 1720, [but not performed in public till
1732, in the advertisements of which year the drama is said to be written by Pope. It has also
been attributed to Pope conjointly with Arbuthnot, but the author is more generally believed
to be 8. Humphreys. As it was, however, performed by two rival companies, there may have
been different versions.]’

It is well known that Humphreys was a great friend of Handel, and that he wrote the
words of many of his popular Oratorios. A passage extracted from the obituary in the Daily
Post, January, 1738, bears on this point :

“The admired Mr. Handel had a due esteem for the harmony of his (Mr. Humphreys)
numbers ; and the great Macenas, the Duke of Chandos, showed the regard he had for his
muse, by so generously rewarding him for celebrating his Grace’s seat at Cannons.”

« Esther ” was again performed during Lent in 1734, at Covent Garden Theatre, and also in
1757, when, by command of George the Second, the whole of the Anthems *“ As pants the
hart,” and ¢ Zadock the Priest” (the first movement of the latter being adapted to the words,
“ Blessed are they that fear the Lord ”) were introduced. Dr. Crotch, in the preface to the
Coronation Anthems, mentions that the above words are written in Handel’s score, but he is
not aware on what occasion they were used. In Her Majesty’s Library, besides Handel’s
original manuscript, are two copies of « Esther ” in the handwriting of Smith (his amanuensis).
One is dated 1767, the other does not state the time when it was transcribed, but both differ
materially from Handel’s own score.

The plot of the Poem is strictly in accordance with the history of Esther in the Bible ; it
is also similar to Racine’s tragedy of the same name, and in one or two places is a literal
translation. Many doubt its having been written by Pope, but unless the evidence of the
Daily Journal can be contradicted, this fact is incontrovertible. Yet it is recorded as
remarkable, that this ingenious poet had an ear totally insensible to the charms of music; and,
by his own confession, derived no more pleasure from the finest composition of Handel, than
from a common ballad. The other poets alluded to, may, however, have rendered their assistance.

C. LUCAS.




ESTHER,.

ARGUMENT.

AHASUERUS, king of Persia, after having divorced his wife Vashti, raised to the throne Esther, the niece of Mordecai, & Jew, who
bad formerly discovered a conspiracy against the king's crown and life. Hamen, the' chief favourite of the king and an hereditary
enemy of the Jewish nation, being enraged that Mordecal did not pay him all the reverence which his Imperious pride required,
procured from the king an edict sanctioning the extermination of the entire people of the Jews. With this the poems opens.

Esther, learning the dangers that impended over her nation, presents herself, unsummoned, to the royal presence (an act
punished with death by the Persian law, unless the monarch gave the signal of pardon by extending his sceptre). When the Queen
appears before Ahasuerus, he instantly gives the sign and assurance of her safely. She invites him and Haman to parteke of a
banquet, which she had prepared, a request that is immediately granted. At this feast, the Queen earnestly pleads for herself, and her
nation, to the great astonishment of the monarch, who had, probably, signed the decree without being aware of its import. Haman,
in the utmost alarm, makes a vain effort to obtain the Queen's intercession ; he is condemned to suffer the punishment he had
contemplated for Mordecai, and the latter is advanced to great honours.

DRAMATIS PERSONZ.

EsteEER (Queen of Persia) . . . Soprano. OFFICER . . . . . Tenor.
IsrAELITISH WOMAN . . . Soprano. MorpECAI (a Jew) . . . . Tenor.
A YouNe ISRAELITE . . . Alto. FIrsT AND SECOND ISRAELITER . Tenor,
AnasvERUS (King of Persia) . . . Tenor. Hamax (Chief Favourite of the King). . Bass,
Happonas (an Attendant) . . f Tenor.

Chorus of Perstans, Israelites, Attendants, dc.

Part 1.

OVERTURE,

Scexe I.— Habdonah, Haman,
Persians,

RECITATIVE.— Habdonah.
"Tis nobler far to spare, than to destroy.

RECITATIVE AND AIR.— Haman.

T'll hear no more ;—it is decreed,

All the Jewish race shall bleed.

Hear and obey, what Haman’s voice commands :
Hath not the Lord of all the East

Giv'n all his pow'r into my hands ?

Hear, all ye nations, far and wide,

Which own our monarch’s sway,

Hear! and obey.

Officer, «nd

AIR.

Pluck root and branch from out the land :
Shall I the God of Israel fear?
Let Jewish blood dye ev’ry hand,
Nor age nor sex I spare.
Raze, raze their temple to the ground,
And let their place no more be found.

RECITATIVE.— Qfficer.

Our souls with ardour glow,
To execute the blow.

CHORUS.

Shall we the God of Israel fear?
Nor age, nor sex we'll spare :
Pluck root and branch from out the land.

ScENE IL.—ZIsraelites.
RECITATIVE.— Pirst Israelite.

Now persecution shall lay by her iron rod ;
Esther is Queen, and Esther serves the living God.

AIR.

Tuane your harps to cheerful strains;
Moulder, Idols, into dust ;

Great Jehovah lives and reigns,
We in great Jehovah trust.

CHORUS.

Shall we of servitude complain,
The heavy yoke and galling chain ?



AIR.—Israelitish Woman.

Praise the Lord with cheerful noise,
Wake my glory, wake my lyre:

Praise the Lord each mortal voice,
Praise the Lord, ye heav'nly choir,

Sion now her head shall raise,

Tune your harps to songs of praise.

RECITATIVE.—Second Israclite.

O Geod, who from the sucklings’ mouth
Ordainest early praise;

Of such as worship Thee in truth,
Accept the humble lays.

AIR.

Sing songs of praise, bow down the knee,
Our chains we slight,
Our yoke is light,

The worship of our God is free;

Sion again her head shall raise,

Tune all your harps to songs of praise.

RECITATIVE—A Young Israelite.

How have our sins provok’d the Lord!
Wild persecution has unsheath’d her sword.
Haman hath sent forth his decree :

The sons of Israel all

Shall in one ruin fall.

RECITATIVE (accompanied ).

Methinks I hear the mothers’ groans,

‘While babes are dash’d against the stones.

I hear the infant’s shriller screams,
Stabb’d at the mother’s breast ;
Blood stains the murd’rer’s vest,

And thro’ the city flows in streams.

CHORTUS.

Ye sons of Israel, mourn,
Ye never to your country shall return.

ATR.— A Young Israelite.

O Jordan, Jordan, sacred tide!

Shall we no more behold thee glide
T'he fertile vales along ?

As in our great forefathers’ days,

Shall not thy hills resound with praise,
And learn our holy song ?

ESTHER.

Part #.

Scung IIL.— Esther, Mordecal, and Israelites.

RECITATIVE.—Esther.

‘Why sits that sorrow on thy brow ?
Why is thy rev'rend head
‘With mournful ashes spread ?
Why is the humble sackeloth worn ?
Speak, Mordecai, my kinsman, friend,
Speak, and let Esther know,
Why all this solemn woe ?

Mordecai.

One fate involves us all :

Haman’s decree,
To strike at me,

Hath said that ev'ry Jew shall fall {
Go, stand before the King with weeping eye.

Esther.

Who goes unsummon’d, by the laws shall die.

AIR.—Mordecai.

Dread not, righteous Queen, the danger;
Love will pacify his anger;
Fear is due to God alone.
Follow great Jehovah’s calling,
For thy kindred’s safety falling,
Death is better than a throne.

RECITATIVE.— Esther.
I go before the king to stand,
Stretch forth, O king, thy sceptred hand.

AIR.

Tears, assist me, pity moving,
Justice, cruel fraud reproving :
Hear, O God, Thy servant's pray’r.
Ts it blood that must atone ?
Take, O take my life alone,
And Thy chosen people spare.

CHORUS.

Save us, O Lord !
And blunt the wrathful sword!

Scexe 1V.— A hasuerus, Esther, and Attendants.

RECITATIVE.— A hasuerus.

‘Who dares intrude into our presence
‘Without our leave! It is decreed

He dizs for this audacious deed.

Ha! Esther there! the law condemns,
But love will spare.



ESTHER. vii.

Esther. %au J3HE.

e I
My spirits sink. Alas! I faint. Somse V. Israclites.

Ahasuerus. INVOCATION (accompanied ).—A Young

Ye powers! what paleness spreads her beauteous Israelite.

face! Jehovah 'd with glory bright
Esther, awake, thou fairest of thy race; Sfln?:;née(goxxriltlh e‘t::rna% l(i)?lrlt e
Esther, awake, and live, 'tis my command ; Whose ministers are fames. of,ﬁre,
Behold the golden sceptre in my hand ! Arise. and execute thine ire.
Sure sign of grace; the cruel stern decree ’
Was never meant, my Queen, to strike at thee. CHORUS.

He comes to end our woes,
DUET.— Esther and Ahasuerus. And pour his vengeance on our foes!

Earth tremble, lofty mountains nod,

i 2
Who calls my parting soul from death * Jacob, arise to meet thy God !

Hear my suit, or else I die.

Ahasuerus.
. Soese VI.— Ahasuerus, Esther, Haman, and
Awake, my soul, my life, my breath! Tsraclites.

Ask, my Queen, can I deny?
RECITATIVE.—Ahasuerus.

AIR— A hasuerus. Now, O Queen, thy suit declare,

O beauteous Queen, unclose those eyes, Ask half my empire, and ’tis thine.

My fairest shall not bleed ;

Hear love's soft voice that bids thee rise, Esther.

And bids thy suit succeed. O gracious King, my people spare ;
Ask, and 'tis granted ; from this hour, For in their lives you strike at mine.
Who shares our heart shall share our pow'r, Reverse the dire decree ;

‘'The blow is aim’d at Mordecai and me.
RECITATIVE.— Esther. And is the fate of Mordecai decreed,

Who, when the ruffian’s sword
Sought to destroy my royal lord,
Brought forth to light the desp'rate dec..

If I find favour in thy sight,

May the great monarch of the East
Honour my feast,

And deign to be his servant’s guest.
The King, and Haman, T ivite Ahasuerus.
Yes, yes, I own,

ATR.— Ahasuerus. To him alone

I owe my life and throne.

Say then, my Queen, who dares pursue
The life to which reward is due ?

How can I stay when love invites ?

I come, my Queen, to chaste delights.
With joy, with pleasure, I obey ;

To thee I give the day. Esther.

RECITATIVE.— First Israclite. "Tis Haman’s hate,
That sign’d his fate.

With inward joy his visage glows,

He to the Queen’s apartment goes. | Ahasuerus.
. I swear by yon bright globe of light,
Second Israelite. Which Tules the day, ?
Beauty has his fury charm’d, That Haman's sight
And all his wrath disarm’d. Shall never more behold the golden ray.
CHORUS. - RECITATIVE (accompanied ). — Haman.

Virtue, truth, and innocence Turn not, O Queen, thy face away,
Shall ever be her sure defence ; Behold me prostrate on the ground!
She is Heav'n’s peculiar care, O speak, his growing fury stay,

Propitious Heav’n will hear her pray'r. Let mercy in thy sight be found.



viii

AIR.— Ejsther.

Flatt’ring tongue, no more I hear thee,
Vain are all thy cruel wiles;

Hateful wretch, no more I fear thee,
Vain thy frowns, and vain thy smiles.

Tyrant, when of power possess'd,—

Now thou tremblest, when distress'd.

RECITATIVE.—Ahasuerus.

Guards, seize the traitor, bear him hence;
Death shall reward the dire offence.
To Mordecai be honour paid ;
The royal garment bring :
My diadem shall grace his head ;

Let him in triumph through the streets be led,

‘Who sav'd the King.

AIR.— Haman.

How art thou fall'n from thy height!
Tremble, ambition, at the sight,

In pow'r let mercy sway,
When adverse fortune is thy lot,
Lest thou by mercy be forgot,

And perish in that day.

ESTHER.

CHORUS, witk SOLL

The Lord our enemy has slain,

Ye sons of Jacob, sing a cheerful strain,
Sing songs of praise, bow down the knee,
The worship of our God is free;

For ever blessed be Thy holy Name,

Let heav’'n and earth His praise proclaim.

Let Israel songs of joy repeat,

Sound, all ye tongues, Jehovah’s praise;
He plucks the mighty from his seat,
And cuts off half his days.

The Lord His people shall restore,
And we in Salem shall adore.

Mount Lebanon his firs resigns ;
Descend ye cedars, haste ye pines,
To build the temple of the Lord,
For God His people has restor'd.
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TREBLE.

Avto.

1st
TENOR

(8ve. lower).

2nd
TENOR

(8ve. lower).
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P1avno.
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Recirative—“ NOW PERSECUTION.”

No. 6.
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Ar.—“PRAISE THE LORD.”
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Crorus.—*“ YE SONS OF ISRAEL, MOURN.”
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Arr.—“DREAD NOT, RIGHTEOUS QUEEN.”
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No. 23 Atz.—“ O BEAUTEOTUS QUEEN'”
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PART III.
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Crorus.—“ HE COMES.”

Allegro.

No. 29.

Iy XRET K X L SESSREEREERE
t [N 1 |
p_ o nl.ﬂr 2 47e| 1 _%m.wm g wNE
S oy oy vy s i
i MF _¢|‘
,, T _]
! slim I % ) o o Y
Ll t e < < P 7] 5
T Mm; Lo oim TR m 1Qm of.m uj-m
, EEEE! T A © e © e ©
] ﬂ X 1 o Ll il o Je y/ @
. T AN s AJ.H AN TN (T
LY
L B d g b Ny o i
i /ﬂﬂ N 1 2N il Ul L Ul
-+ ™ _fA|
a7 i .¢.M—
il L | i ﬂr o | o 1 o
| It REER NERR BRER. RN TTT
2L : 4 |JH
] L
y fry u
18 N " 8
HH e o AL
| ey w
- 7 . - . - . -~ .
I L el U v 3 3 8 R
(Y L ] m 11 m T ! :
wa -1 gal\ rmww.w }ml E rrﬁm m :m.uu m a3 m
L | L i o Mo [hl]lo o NUTI
M (i 4, _ || ] ,loL,.n fu MHJHALU .u. Hfu ui...H nru”hl!H f uw m
L . ]
v i | S
s i ! | Eap £ oL Jd ) gl b
Pt N
g SR ~ TeeS . ) %0 DL P Sl g
TN A Fa) En) 2 el Apl
(o s o Al . 1
1 IEN [ le bk N _ _
g e O] e S nen
N~ B B - .EIL#
. 1
[~ [=] % (BN A“h_v_ .—uv .F il.N leh| leh,
o] Z - bl 4 e
W “m ld: \4 @ /numr._ /nutmwu nu_@u MR e [Mv

The present arrangement, without
dinary voices.
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he alteration ot a single note, brings it more within the range of or

4

This chorus was originally written for Soprano, Alto, two Tenors and Bass.
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No. 31. Rxcrr. (accompanied).—“TURN NOT, O QUEEN.”
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No. 35. Cuorvs.—“THE LORD OUR ENEMY HAS SLAIN.”
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[NDE X.

FIRST PART.

"Tis nobler far - - - -
Pluck root and branch - - -
Our souls with ardour glow - -
Shall we the God of Israel fear? -
Now persecution - - - -
Tane your harps - - - -
Shall we of servitude complain - -
Praise the Lord - - - -
O God, who from the sucklings’ mouth
Sing songs of praise - - -
How have our sins - - - -
Methinks I hear - - - -
Ye Sons of Israel, mourn - - -
O Jordan, sacred tide - - -

SECOND PART.

Why sits that sorrow ? - - -
Dread not, righteous Queen - -
I go before the King - - -
Tears, assist me - - - -
Save us, O Lord - - - -
Who dares intrude - - - -
‘Who calls my parting soul - -
O beauteous Queen - - - -
If T find favour - - - -
How can I stay - - - -
With inward joy - - - -
Virtue, trath, and innocence - -

THIRD PART.

No.
1. OVERTURE - - - - - -
2. Recrramive - - Tenor and Buss -
3. Ak - - - Bass - - -
4. ReorraTive - - denor - - -
5. Crorus (oF Puirsiaxs) - - - N
6. Recrrarive - - Tenor - - -
7. Al - - Lenor - - -
8. Cnorus - - - - - -
9. Az - - - Soprano- - -
10. RecrraTive - - denor - - -
11. A - - - denor - - -
12. Recrramive - - Alto - - -
13. Recrt. (uccompanied) Alto - - -
14. Crorus - - - - - -
15. Am - - - Alto - - -
16. Recriatrve - - Soprano and Tenor-
17. A - - - Tdenor - - -
18. RecrraTive - - Soprano - -
19. A - - - Soprano -
20. Cnorus - - - - - -
21. RECTATIVE - - Tenor and Svprano
22. Duer - - - Soprano and Tenor-
23. Az - - - denor - - -
24. RecrraTive - - Soprano - - -
25. A - - - denor - - -
26. Recrrative - - Two Tenors - -
2%. Cuonus - - - - - -
28. Invocarion - - Alto -
29. Cuorus - - - - - -
30. Recrrative - - Seprano and Tenor-
31. Recrr. (accompanied) Buss - -
32. Am - - - Soprano - -
33. Rporrarive - - Tenor - - -
34, Az - - - Bass - - -

38. Crorus writ SoLr -

Jehovah crowned - - - -
He comes to end our woes - -
Now, O Queen - - - -
Turn not, O Queen - - - -
Flattering tongue, no more T hear thee
Guards, seize the traitor -

How art thou fall'n - - -

The Lord cur enemy has slain -
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